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SITTING IN HER WASHINGTON,
D.C., office last spring with

for victims to speak before members of
Congress, meet with the vice president and
attorney general, and write open letters to
Craigslist’s founder. By fall the site’s lucrative

two victims of sex trafficking,

Malika Saada Saar could barely believe what
she was hearing. “They described how they
had been sold on Craigslist,” says Saada Saar,
founder of the Rebecca Project for Human
Rights. “At that moment, I committed to do
everything I could to end this.” In the months
that followed, the Rebecca Project arranged

“adult services” section had disappeared.
The Craigslist shutdown is the most high-

profile victory yet for a nonprofit that grew

from an unlikely friendship. In 1998 then-
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The founders of the Rebecca

Project help vulnerable women
and girls speak truth to power.

law student Saada Saar was teaching a writ-
ing class in a drug treatment program geared
toward women with small children—among
them Imani Walker, a single mother of four
who was battling crack addiction. “I was
struck by Imani’s poise and confidence,” re-
calls Saada Saar. “The other mothers clearly
perceived her as a leader” Saada Saar asked
Walker to speak before the Senate Finance
Committee in support of family-based drug
treatment. “Lawmakers were creating poli-
cies that affected our lives,” Walker says, “but
they’d never sat down and talked to us”

To keep that conversation going, Saada
Saar and Walker started the Rebecca Project,
which advocates for women and girls who
have faced abuse, addiction, or incarceration
for nonviolent (usually drug-related) offenses.
Over the past seven years, Rebecca has helped
secure more than $200 million in federal
funding for family-based rehab programs and
fought successfully to ban the shackling of
pregnant federal inmates during labor. Their
next goal: saving 20,000 girls from trafficking
by 2012—and bringing survivors to Capitol
Hill. “There’s a healing that comes,” says
Saada Saar, “when women and girls feel as if
they’re no longer forgotten or invisible”

—JESSICA STOCKTON CLANCY
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DIRECTOR (LE

to much. But |

Donna Brazile offers advice on how
to reach your goals—especially
when others say you can’t.

When
I was growing up
in the segregated
South, every
cultural message
| got was that
I wouldn’t amount

Not everyone
will support you.
Accept that.
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wanted to manage
a presidential
campaign—and to
get there, | knew
I’d have to manage
a congressional
office. As scary

as that job was,

I saw it as the
necessary
prerequisite to the
future | wanted.

Imagine your
naysayer with the
head of the

animal he most
resembles. It’s
tough to take
someone seriously
when his words are
coming from the
twitchy mouth of a
little white mouse.

If
someone tells you
that you shouldn’t
ask for a raise,
tell yourself that
if you don’t, you
will have to eat
nothing but Spam
and mayonnaise
for the next two
weeks. That’ll
keep you on task.
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