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Ihave been following the No Child Left Be-
hind battle between Fairfax County and the
U.S. Education Department over whether
students who have limited English profi-

ciency should be exempt from standardized read-
ing tests. 

I have heard at least one school board member
say it was not the child who was being assessed
but rather the school system. As a public school
teacher, I know this is true only in theory.

It is the child, not the school system, who will
break down crying when faced with an inappro-
priate test.

It is the child, not the school system, whose
self-esteem is destroyed when he sees his peers
finishing quickly and easily as he is given all day
to complete a test that makes no sense to him.

It is the child, not the school system, who
misses physical education, music, art and recess
as he is allowed unlimited time to finish a test
that involves metaphor, double negatives and
long reading passages that are printed out of con-
text.

Imagine being an 8-year-old boy or girl who
has been in this country 13 months and is faced
with the following questions (actual items from a
released 2005 third-grade Virginia Standards of
Learning test):
K You can’t _____ that heavy turnip on the
_________ scale because it would break it!

Which pair of words makes the sentence cor-
rect?

a. way, knew
b. weigh, knew
c. way, new
d. weigh, new
KWouldn’t it be wonderful to live in a caboose?

Which of these is another way to write
“Wouldn’t”?

a. Will not
b. Would not
c. Will never
d. Would never
Does anyone (other than the federal govern-

ment) actually believe these are appropriate
questions to gauge whether an 8-year-old has
mastered the English language in 13 months?
Why is it important for an 8-year-old to under-
stand the words “turnip” and “caboose”? And
who would ever say, “Would not it be wonderful
to live in a caboose?”

To the commonwealth of Virginia and to the
federal government, I say let individual counties
develop fair tests.

We are the ones teaching English. We are the
ones teaching math and science and social stud-
ies to non-English speakers. And the students are
learning it. Don’t diminish our efforts with inap-
propriate, poorly designed tests.

— Carole Puckett
Centreville

The writer teaches second grade in the Fairfax
County public school system. 

Counties
Know Best 
How to Test

Amother is forced to pump breast milk while sit-
ting in her office toilet stall, balancing the
pump on one knee. A mother comforting her
baby at the pediatrician’s office is ordered to

stop breast-feeding. A mother argues for permission to
nurse her hungry 2-month-old son while waiting to ap-
ply for his passport at a District post office.

After hearing these stories and many like them, local
attorney Micah Salb decided something had to be done
to protect the rights of breast-feeding women in the
District. On Tuesday, a bill he initiated, the Child’s
Right to Nurse Human Rights Amendment Act of
2007, was introduced by D.C. Council member Jim
Graham (D-Ward 1).

Though many states have pending legislation re-
garding the rights of breast-feeding mothers, only 20
states have laws that exempt breast-feeding from pub-
lic indecency laws, according to the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures. Protections that may seem
obvious to nursing mothers are not spelled out by the
law, which means women have no legal recourse.

The District has no laws with wording specific to
breast-feeding. So, technically, a woman could be
charged with indecent exposure for nursing in public.
Maryland law allows women, without restriction, to
breast-feed on public or private property. Virginia law,
which offers even broader protection, exempts breast-
feeding from public indecency laws, encourages em-
ployers to support breast-feeding and allows a nursing
mother to be exempt from jury duty.

On March 1, Wyoming became the latest state to ex-
empt breast-feeding from indecent-exposure laws
when legislation was signed by Gov. Dave Freudenthal
(D). Many additional protections, which relate to
breast-feeding mothers and the workplace, were cut
from the original bill under pressure from lobbyists
concerned that the legislation would be too costly for
Wyoming businesses.

Regarding the District legislation, which includes
many similar protections, Salb told me recently, “Any
cost associated with this law will be more than made
up for by increased productivity and women returning

to the workforce earlier.”
The bill, if enacted, would make clear that a woman

couldn’t be charged with indecent exposure for breast-
feeding; permit a breast-feeding woman to stay any-
place she is otherwise permitted to be; require employ-
ers to make a reasonable effort to give break time and
provide a clean and private place to express milk or
breast-feed; and bar discrimination based on breast-
feeding.

Despite the surgeon general’s recommendation that
women breast-feed because of the associated health
benefits to children, among them a reduced incidence
of respiratory and ear infections and a generally en-
hanced immune response, the struggle for public ac-
ceptance continues. 

According to the District legislation, nearly 50 per-
cent of all mothers choose formula over breast milk be-
fore they leave the hospital, and only 20 percent are
still breast-feeding by the time their babies are 6
months old. Although there are many reasons women
don’t breast-feed exclusively or at all, public accep-
tance may play a major role.

So does economic disparity. As Pat Shelly, director
of the Breastfeeding Center of Greater Washington,
says, referring to a coffee shop near her downtown of-
fice: “The CEOs all have places to pump, but those ba-
ristas, where would they go to pump? When the line is
long, how do they have a chance?”

As a District resident and new mother still nursing a
1-year-old, I struggled through months of sleep depri-
vation and physical challenges to succeed at breast-
feeding. The idea that our current laws leave me and
other women vulnerable to inconvenience, humiliation
or discrimination is unacceptable. The self-doubt so fa-
miliar to new moms is difficult enough. The law should
work for us, not against us.

The proposed law should be passed as soon as
possible.

— Jessica Stockton Clancy
Washington

jessicastockton@verizon.net
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Kristin King of Vienna and daughter Olivia, above, and
Karen Graf of Alexandria and son Garrett at a protest
last fall at Reagan National Airport.

A Right for Moms and Babies
The District Needs a Law to Protect the Need to Breast-Feed

The obituary of Frank M. Snowden Jr. not-
ed his pioneering scholarship on blacks in
the ancient Greco-Roman world. As im-
portant as that is, it is a small part of his

achievement as one of the remarkable educators of
his time. For close to 50 years he shaped the think-
ing of thousands of Howard University students.

I can still remember vividly the day in September
1958 when he charged into a seminar room in Found-
ers Library (he never merely walked into a class-
room), dropped his green Harvard book bag on the
desk and announced without preliminaries that we
would begin our discussion of Homer by considering
the quotation by Protagoras that “man is the meas-
ure of all things.” For the next 50 minutes you could
hear a pin drop as he masterfully spread before cal-
low freshman honors students the agenda of timeless
issues of character, fate and freedom that we would
explore in Homer, Plato, Sophocles and Thucydides.

In the succeeding weeks, students observed a
professor whose passion for teaching a subject that
he regarded as a key to Western culture and history
was obvious. He not only opened a world to us, he
also inspired confidence in the value of intellect,
the indispensability of excellence in work and in
life. In that racially segregated era, his teaching
and example were crucial resources for students
who understood that American society placed
them, by law and custom, on the margins and ex-
pected them to stay there. 

Could anyone be his student and emerge with a
feeling of marginality? I doubt it. He believed at the
core of his being that a liberal arts education was
liberating, in every sense of the word. He quoted
the Roman dramatist Terence: “I am a man and I
consider nothing human foreign to me.”

When Frank Snowden succeeded George Mor-
ton Lightfoot in 1940 as the lone teacher of Latin
and Greek at Howard, classical languages and liter-
ature were dying in American higher education.
The revival of the field at Howard was attributable
to Snowden’s energetic teaching and his advocacy
of the classics. In the 1950s and 1960s he emerged
as a national leader in the effort to stem creeping
vocationalism in liberal arts colleges, insisting that
the general education program required of all
freshmen and sophomores include classical liter-
ature in English translation, to be followed by seri-
ous study of foreign languages and literatures. 

When he became dean of the college of liberal arts
in 1956, he led a drive for higher academic standards,
causing some to accuse him of being elitist and unre-
alistic in his expectations of students. Despite dra-
matic increases in enrollment (which he opposed),
the quality of the college advanced steadily. Alarmed
by what he saw as American educational provincial-
ism in the face of the educational advances in the So-
viet Union that were dramatized by the launch of
Sputnik in 1957, Snowden was successful in
strengthening significantly all of the science depart-
ments during his tenure.

Ironically, Frank Snowden, who had been an ad-
vocate for students during his career, became the ob-
ject of student ire at the end of his deanship in the
spring of 1968. Like his contemporaries, Franklin
Ford at Harvard and David Truman at Columbia,
Snowden came to symbolize an academic and social
system that was discredited by the Vietnam War and
the stalemate in race relations. While Snowden had
pursued black intellectual liberation by the route of
cosmopolitanism, aiming to make his students at
home with themselves by being at home in the
world, the new black identity movement among
many students sought liberation by rejecting racial
self-alienation and cosmopolitan values.

Despite the bitterness of that confrontation,
Snowden demonstrated the depth of his commit-
ment to learning and to his students by returning to
the classics department in the fall of 1968, finishing
the three books for which he became known glob-
ally, and reemerging as one of the spellbinding lec-
turers on the campus. Honorary degrees from How-
ard and Georgetown followed. In a fitting coda to his
remarkable career, the classics department in 2003
inaugurated the Frank M. Snowden Jr. Lecture.

His example as a teacher and scholar will live on.
I remain grateful, as I wrote to him not long ago, to
have been his student.

— Michael R. Winston
Washington

The writer, president of the Alfred Harcourt
Foundation, was on the Howard University fac-
ulty from 1964 to 1990. His e-mail address is
mwinston@erols.com.
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Longtime Howard University professor Frank M.
Snowden Jr. died last month at age 95.

Howard’s
Unyielding
Intellectual

Currently hanging outside the East Wing of the
National Gallery is a large banner of Jasper
Johns’s 1955 “Target With Four Faces,” adver-
tising a show celebrating the first decade of his

work. The painting is dominated by the title motif: a
blue dot surrounded by four concentric circles of al-
ternating yellow and blue. Walking in recently, I joked
to my companion that I was surprised that Target
wasn’t sponsoring the show.

Out of the mouths of babes . . . 
It turns out Target is sponsoring it, “proudly,” in fact. 
Offering financial backing to the exhibition was un-

doubtedly a savvy move for Target. After all, the show is
filled with paintings that, though they aren’t red and
white, evoke Target’s corporate logo. Johns’s targets
also appear on the exhibition catalogue and posters for
sale in the gift shop. On the busy Sunday I was there,
hundreds of people were strolling through, staring in-
tently at various depictions of an image that has been
engrained in our heads as standing for one of America’s
most powerful and successful companies.

As a groundbreaker for the Pop Art movement, Johns
was very much interested in symbols, everyday house-
hold objects and popular culture, so perhaps the exhibi-
tion ought not to trouble me as much as it does. But I
left that day feeling rather sick to my stomach.

The corporation as art critic may be inevitable. The
wealthy members of society, in their role as patrons,
have always had a profound influence on the course of
art. But the current trend does not sit well with me. If
financial realities force museums to cede control to cor-
porate America, art may lose its magic. The artists and
works to be celebrated will not be those that inspire, ex-
plain or expose, but those that get people to buy more
Taco Bell burritos, iPods and Michelin radials. The very
definition of art will be that which maximizes share-
holder profit.

While the Johns show, which runs through April 29,
presents a particularly strong example of rising corpo-
rate influence over the art world, it is not an isolated in-
stance. Last summer I was wandering through “Bellini,
Giorgione, Titian, and the Renaissance of Venetian
Painting” in the West Wing, wondering why the cura-
tors had devoted so much space in the exhibition to
how x-radiographs and infrared images could be used
to reveal insights into the creative process. Perhaps it
arose from a genuine sense that the public needed to be
educated on important technological innovations in the
world of curatorship, but then — call me cynical — per-
haps it was because the exhibition was made possible
by Bracco, an international leader in diagnostic imag-
ing. 

So, what is to be done?
First, if we care about art — if we value it as a social

good — we must increase public funding so that mu-
seum directors and artists can remain independent.
While the United States is unlikely to shift to the cen-
tralized European model of art sponsorship, the federal
government’s stingy arts budget could be increased
without any of us feeling much of a bite in our pocket-
books. 

Second, we should demand that corporations give
money to art galleries without sponsoring particular
shows. If Target is really committed to “arts and educa-
tion,” as it says in the Johns show brochure, then it
should be just as satisfied with its donation going to
support the excellent exhibit on Rembrandt’s prints
and drawings in the adjoining building.

— Adam Benforado
Falls Church

The writer is a lawyer and art history buff. His e-mail
address is abenfora@gmail.com.

Corporate Sponsorship: On Target? Off-Base?
At National Gallery, Art Show
Feels a Lot Like Advertising
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A banner announcing the Jasper Johns exhibit at the National Gallery of Art, and, below, merchandise for sale.


